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of its devout thinkers to express in exact language what they have 
found within their own being, as they have observed the operations of 
sin and grace there. 

But notwithstanding these and other minor defects, the work is of 
inestimable value for its learning, for its intellectual acuteness and 
power, and for its fresh interpretations of the great movements of 
theological thought. 

Franklin Johnson. 

The University of Chicago. 



Geschichte der Lehre vom Heiligen Geiste. In zwei 
Biichern. Von Dr. K. F. Noesgen, Professor in Rostock. 
Giitersloh : C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp.viii + 376. M. 6.40 ; 
bound, M. 7.20. 

We welcome this book because of its subject. An adequate mono- 
graph on the history of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit has long been 
a desideratum in theological literature. Professor Nosgen deserves 
credit for having perceived this need, and for having labored with 
great patience and industry to meet it. 

We wish we could say that his effort had been successful. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the book is a disappointing one. And this in several 
different ways. It is disappointing in its conception. It would 
perhaps be unfair to criticise a book, whose title is " History of the 
Doctrine of the Holy Spirit," for confining its attention strictly to the 
theological side of the subject. But doctrine may be differently con- 
ceived. It may be isolated from life, and studied as a matter of pure 
theory. Or it may be viewed as an attempt to understand life, and 
hence treated in constant connection with the experience of which it 
is the outgrowth. This intimate connection with life — important for the 
understanding of all doctrine — is absolutely essential in the case of the 
doctrine of the Spirit. In isolating his doctrine from its environment, 
and treating it as a matter of pure theory, Professor Nosgen has made a 
mistake of judgment which his frequent references to the experimental 
significance of the doctrine are not sufficient to correct. 

The book is further disappointing in scope. The author begins 
with the apostolic Fathers, referring his readers for an account of the 
New Testament doctrine of the Spirit to his previously published 
Geschichte der neutestamentlichen Offenbarung. But such a method is 
in the highest degree unsatisfactory. A history of the doctrine of the 
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Spirit which ignores its beginnings in the New Testament is a torso. 
Both the point of departure and the standard of comparison are lack- 
ing. The reader is introduced into a labyrinth of the most intricate 
kind, while the thread which alone can guide him safely through its 
mazes is lacking. 

The book is further disappointing in spirit. The historical treat- 
ment is so far dominated by the theological viewpoint of the author as 
to render his discussion of those with whom he disagrees unsympa- 
thetic, and therefore inadequate. The facts are in the main correctly 
stated, but from a standpoint and in connections which obscure their 
significance. After finishing Dr. Nosgen's treatise, one might be par- 
doned for concluding that, with the exception of a few brief periods, 
and, within these, of a handful of theologians, the Christian church 
has never had any adequate doctrine of the Holy Spirit. But surely 
such a position as this is absurd. A wider outlook and a juster sense 
of proportion would have saved the author from the appearance of this 
error. 

While constrained to make these criticisms, we are not blind to the 
merits of the book. Within the compass of some 375 pages the author 
has brought together a vast thesaurus of information. His authorities 
are cited in the originals and in full, and he who wishes to study the 
sources for himself will find the book a convenient guide. We may 
be permitted to express our regret, however, that the author did not see 
fit to relegate his citations to footnotes instead of embodying them in 
the text. Had he done so, he would not only have rendered his work 
more readable for the scholar, but would also have made its results 
accessible to those who are not masters of the originals. As it is, the 
latter will find large portions of the book unintelligible. 

It remains to add that the discussion falls into two books, of which 
the first (in four chapters) treats of the pre-Reformation history, the 
second (in eleven) carries the story down to modern times. It is 
impossible within our limits to give a detailed analysis. In general it 
may be said that, in the author's opinion, of all Christian theologians 
Luther alone has adequately apprehended the doctrine of the Spirit. 
The Greek church, even while recognizing the full deity of the Spirit, 
conceived him rather as an influence than as a distinct personality, and 
failed clearly to distinguish the sphere of his activity from that of the 
Father and of the Son. Augustine, by his doctrine of grace, pointed 
in the right direction, but did not wholly overcome the physical con- 
ception of the Greek church. His view of the sphere of the Spirit's 
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influence was unduly narrowed by his predestinarianism. Nor did he 
sufficiently distinguish between the Spirit and the grace which is his 
work. The same lack meets us in the Calvinistic theology, as evidenced 
by the doctrine of the Testimonium Spiritus Sancti, which isolates the 
work of the Spirit from its intellectual and moral conditions, and con- 
ceives it as a mere force acting upon man from without, the influence of 
which can be as little explained as resisted. Modern theology, in its more 
liberal wing, fails to distinguish the Spirit as an objective supernatural 
reality from the subjective experiences which are his work. The task 
before the theology of today is to return to the principles of Luther, 
and to develop these more fully in the light of modern conditions. 

Wm. Adams Brown. 
The Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, N. Y. 

Horace Bushnell : Preacher and Theologian. By Theodore T. 
Munger. Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin & Co.; 
The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1899. Pp. xiv + 425. $2. 

The authoritative Life and Letters of Horace Bushnell prepared 
by his daughters soon after his decease, in a volume of nearly six 
hundred pages, has long been out of print. Though copies have been 
sought by intimate friends, and are difficult to obtain, the book is not 
to be reprinted. With the cordial cooperation of Mrs. Bushnell and 
the daughters who prepared the earlier biography, and with liberty 
from the publishers of that volume to make free use of its contents, 
Dr. Munger has undertaken this new biographical sketch of Dr. 
Bushnell and his works. 

Nearly three quarters of the book are devoted to the exposition, 
analysis, and estimate of Dr. Bushnell's theological treatises, addresses, 
sermons, and miscellaneous writings. Indeed, the author says that 
"this book owes its existence to the fact that no full and connected 
account of Dr. Bushnell's work as a theologian has yet been made. 
That full picture of him as dealing with the theological questions of 
the day, which his greatness and his influence deserves, has not been 
drawn." Yet it was manifest that Dr. Bushnell's writings could not be 
understood apart from his personality. The biographical sketch has 
therefore been combined with this account of Dr. Bushnell as a 
theologian. 

Horace Bushnell was born in 1802 among the hills of Litchfield 
county, in the state of Connecticut, that home of great theologians. 



